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Hither the products of your closet-labors bring, 
Enrich our columns, and instruct mankind. 
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FOR THE BALANCE, 


“« SCARCITY OF MONEY.” 

“ HOW c-rs—d scarce is money !”? said 
my uncle Perigrine. “ I never knew such 
times: why a man can’t with all his indus- 
try get nioney enough to pay for his grog !” 
The major had got 4/s whether he paid for 
it or not, and was happy. So he tipped it 
to uncle Perigrine, called for another and 
another, etcetera, and then they were both 
happy. One hour beiore the major thought 
Tayney scarce too: but that complaint was 
pow ended. Irom depfy, they became 
happier, «nd finally very happy. (Oh, how 





friendly they were at this season !) But 
—to most of my readers, the “ history of 


the rise and progress” of absolute drunk- 


enness has no charms-—no novelty—and I 
pass it by. Suffice it to say they had a 
goed, friendly, jovial, convivial [groggy | 
meeting, and it ended like other such good 
scrapes. _ 

But, when the major undertook to pay off 
the shot, [in excuses und promises} oh 
grief, what a scene! how pitifully did he 
———Stay, this is uninteresting for the same 
reasons that the general history was so: 
tis but the continuation of the same. Well 
though, I thought it well the landlord was 
one of the crossest old creatures in the 
world, and did not blame him. 

But, io return to the subject I meant to 
pursue. My uncle often complains of the 
Scarcity of money; and, in iact, often ex- 
Periences hardtimes. Within twenty years 
past that f have known him, he has been oa! 
five different times the richest, happiest 
‘man I ever knew, and at seven times, the 
‘This seems 
trange, but is nevertheless strictly true: 
a teast, Le was so to all appearance in his 


Poorest, and niost unhappy ! 
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own opinion. The property he acquires, 
is always by contracting a debt—and when 
he gets property into his hands, always 
thinks it making himself just so much the 
poorer, to pay for it. This history is pretty 
well known too, but in an inferior degree of 
skiil and address ; so I pursue it. 

If he has property enough in his hands 
to make a rich man of him, did he own it 
all, Ae is rich as it és. Dashes away, as the 
saying is—lives high and fares on the best. 
‘* Appearances captivate.” His crédit is 
good, and he improves it. Money is plen- 


ty with him; he becomes a perfect liber- 


tine, and glories in his excesses. He con- 
tracts large debts under every pretence, 
builds castles in the air, rides on the wind, 
el great man and keeps great men’s com- 
pany. Inevitably involves himself, begins 
to suspect it—grows a little poorer: a lit- 
tle more temperate—exclaims against the 
scarcity of money, and the hardness of the 
times—strives, kicks, raves, storms; accu- 
ses government and fate—swears all man- 
hind are knaves, and proves it. 

Well now he’s down—what then? Why 
now he begins to conduct with some pru- 


dence—but still loves grog and the compa- 


ny of his old associates—-borrows of them 
while he can, and still is high mettled. 
But, the best of ailis yet untold—when he 
can’t borrow any longer he goes to work 
with excmplary diligence—is exactly eco- 
nomical—temperate—and in fact is a man 
of excellent discernmeat and very good 
sense. In this short season, he is a very 
good neighbor, and a clever industrious 
man. He enjoys his fire side ; anc in short, 
no man knows better how to bevin this 
world than my uncle Pervigrine. His yar- 
den, his pigs, fowls, and the concerns of his 
shop are all well attended to 
alas !! 





Gut aias!! 
‘Lhe profits of bis business are great, 
“money must be safe in such hands’ — 
siranyers will trust lim, ond the fosr iian 
is rich again, which undoes him! Did any 
man else ever sce such an uncie ? 


PELVER P. PICKLE. 
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THOUGHTS. 


TIIOUGH 2 man not endued with ex- 
traordinary talents, may acidentally perform 
ah illustrious action, yet it is only by such 
being common to him and his going through 
a series for a considerable length of time, 
that will entitle him to the name of great. 

‘ 


Some persons, by a blunder or omission 
of cerrain circumstances, entirely destroy 
the effect of a story or jest which they had 
heard. One on being told, that his coat was 
too short, answered, that it would be Mang 
enough before he would get another. A 


persop wishing 40 have the saying his own, 


had a coot maee short on “purpose ; but on 
hearing the same remark, answered, -that 
it would be a long time before he would get 
another; and thus spoiled both the coat 
and thie wit. 

We would not be so apt to resent the in- 
juries of a fellow-worm, did we realize how 
continually we offend against God, 

He who can say most in the fewest words, 
without vulgarism and obscurity, so as not 
only to be understood, but not to be misun- 
derstood, has arrived at the highest per- 
fection in style. 


The business of a player is, in its nature 
inconsistent with christianity; and there- 
fore it is unlawful for christians to contri- 
bute to the support of it, or to countenance 
it by their presence. 

Particular things, one efter another, en- 
gage the attention and engross the conver- 
sation of maniind. At one time, their 
thoughts run all on a comet; at anotheron 
a ghost; and at a third on some new publi- 
cation. Now itis a medicinal spring ; then 
a poisonous worm; and aguin an ceiipse. 
It is strange to see how such things in suce 
cession interest them for a while, and how 
soon they are joryotten, 
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For 1807, 





To THE EDITOR OF THE BALANCE. 





The mistakes which travelttrs commit 
are many. It cannot be otherwise, cons!- 
dering the short time which they have for 
observation, «nd the imperfect accounts on 
which they uently depend, I observe 
of June 23, itis asserted 
that an assattit’ was Made “ by the clerk of 
the county of Otsego on Fudge’ Ccoper.” 
This is net correct. The assailant was a 
master in chancery, by the name of ar- 
rand Stranchan. ‘The clerk of the connty, 
John Russel, is not known to haye knocked 
any man down. The traveller speaks also 
Of the outrage “of one civil officer upon 
another.” Mr. Cooper who was felled, 
does not at present hold” any ‘civil office. 
This renders the offence of Mr. Stranahan 
less aggravated thanif he had really at- 
tacked a Judge or superior officer who was 
unarmed and unwarned. Though Ido not 
believe that the traveller, who seems to be a 
learned, intelligent and candid writer, 
meant to misrepresent facts, and though 
some readers may think them of a trivial 
nature, yet as newspapers circulate through 
the whole civilized world, it is ef impor- 
tance that they should convey exact infor- 
mation. CORRECTOR. 
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THE principal things which now call for 
the attention of the Checthamites, are to 
ké@p Mr. Tompkins straight im the path of 
republicanism, and to secure the next elec- 
tion of a President of the. United States. 

As to the first, he must avoid intercourse, 
as much as possible with the federalists. 
The common furms of «civility towards 
them will be admitted ; but if he associate 
with them, agree with any of their senti- 
ments, and do not consent to remove the 
few which hold offices, when demonstrated 
10 him that it is forthe public good, or 
(which is the same thing) is the will of the 
leaders of the party, he may assuredly ex- 
pect to be denounced. Some imprudence 
has already been observed in him. He 
talks too long with the federalists, and 
seemstoo much pleased with their compa- 
ny; while he betrays an uneasiness in the 
society of certain democrats, and his smiles 
are forced.. Let him beware. He must 
brag so uptightly as to Ican all to the one 

de. 

As to the next President, Mr. Jefferson 
has not yet declared whether he means to be 
acandidate again er not; and the numcrous 
and flattering petitions which have been 
sent to him are supposed to retard him in 
coming to a conclusion. Just when he has 
determingd to retire, he takes up a peti- 
tion and he bécomes as irresoluie as ever. 
His old friends, however, wil! determine 
for him. They —— the design of 
the petitions, and thought them the proper 
hint to be given toa philosopher. Buta 
philosepher sometimes acts Hike a common 
man, and takes words in their usual accept- 

ation. [tis n&twral and charitable in Mr. 

Jefferson to believe that the pctitioners are 

in earnest, and that their opinion of him is 

exalted, and (as a humble man would say) 
far beyond his desert. He cannot de al- 
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ways philosophising. The Citizen has late- 
ly given other hints easily understood by 
all capacities. If by any means, Mr. Jef- 
ferson can be brought to surrender his pre- 
tensions, another is ready to be put into his 
place. The two great objects which have 
been mentioned, now employ, as has been 
said, the attention and direct the measures 
of the Cheethamites. MONITOR, 
— 
To the Citizens of the United States, 

of every party and political sect, there is 
now an exceile rtunity for convincing 
the world that on national subjects, the 
whole have but one voice ; and there is now 
unhappily an occasion for the expression of 
the public will, and for the united efforts of 
all good citizens, though it may terminate 
in the horrors of war which we deprecate. 
But our country calls! The candid and re- 
flecting of all parties are now called upon 
by the most extraordinary occasion to unite 
in public meetings and express the sense 
they jointly entertain of the aggravated in- 
juries our country sustains by the British 
government. 

The late unprecedented attack on our na- 
tional rights, and the repeated indignities 
offered us by the wicked and systematical 
line of conduct pursued toward us, leaves 
no more room for doubt and for forbearance, 
but absolutely calls aloud for firm and ener- 
getic measures to protect our rights. 

By the union ia those me.asures of all po- 
litical parties, let us conyince eech other 
and the world, that we are yet magnani- 
mous—and tell mistaken Europe effectual- 
ly, that when our nation-calls, our local pre- 
judices are forgotten. F say again, I wish 
to be understood—tet all parties unite ard 
resolyve—What? Why the sense such 
meeting entertains of the infringements of 
our national rights, and the measures pro- 
per to be taken by our government on the 
occasion. Let the minutes of the meeting 
particularly express the stuie and. union of 
parties, and in langua-re not to be misun- 
derstood, enumerate some otf the most ma- 
terial injuries and recommend the mode of 
redress ; which should be immediately for- 
warded to government. 

The writer of this article is no partizan ; 
neither has he one single party view or ob- 
ject to promote: he feels however for his 
country, and has the happiness to believe 
that on this occasion, his heart beats in uni- 
son with those of the great body of the peo- 
ple of United America. 


A NATIVE AMERICAN. 








The following impudent French toast was given 
by the Citizen Genet, at a late festival in Scho 
dack >— 

The memory of the illustrious general 
Horatio Gates, wha ratified with his brave 
army at Saratoga the Declaration of Inde- 


pendence of the United States, and ensured 
their alliance with France. , 


—— 

Two genteel-looking fellows were lately 
taken up at Norfolk and detained as Brivish 
sfiies. They proved to be Aoree+hieves. 
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Be it our weekly task, 
To note the passing tidings of the times. 
i SS SO 
THE TIMES 
Are indeed squally—the crisis impor- 
tant. ‘* A speck of war” actually appears 
in our horizon, and threatens to increase ; 


Kut the reader should not give credit toe. 
very idle report. 





So strange and ridicy. 
lous are the tales already circulated, tha 
terror hus taken full possession of about 
three fourths of our good women and little 
children; and it is believed that many a 
chimney-corner hero has been perceived tg 
shake in his shoes.—What will be the re. 
suit of the alarming affair, which has 
thrown the whole country into commotion, 
no one can tell. We ought to hope for the 
best—and make up our minds to meet the 
worst that may happen. It is well for the 
people to assemble peaceably, and express 
their sentiments; but they should dono 
act to commit the peace of the nation, 
Let the wiil of the government be known; 
and then let every good man be ready to 
protect his country from insult or pillage. 
At this inieresting crisis, when ail isa 
larm, ana doubt, and apprehension, we 
Shall neither attempt to excite the fears, 
nor flatter the hopes of our readers. We 
shall remain, (what we have ever endea- 
vored to be, in times less eventiul) rarin- 


FUL WATCHMEN FOR OUR COUNTRY—We 
shall carefully draw a line of distinction be- 
tween facts and reports, and leave the read- 
er to muke his-own deductions. 
FACTS. 
HOSTILE. 

The President of the United States has 
ordered a levy of 100,000 militia from the 
different states, to be held in reaainess to 
march ata moment’s waruing. There 
quisition for this state is 12,704. 

the governor of Virginia has ordered 4 
detachment of the miliuia of that state, 00 
the ground that it is invaded by the British 
squadron under commodore Douglas. At 
the date of our last accounis, several com 
panies had received marching orders, and 
had repaired to Norfoik and Hampton. | 

General Dearborn, who, with the vices 
president and Col. Williains is to superil- 
tend the erecting of fortifications at New 
York, has arrived there for that purpose. 

Orders have been sent by government to 
the collector of Norfolk, to demand, thro 
the British consul, the resioratiom of the 
four men taken from the Chesapeake. 

The British squadron bring too 
board every vessel arriving at Norfolk, ge 
nerally treating them abusively. 

On the afternoon of the third of July, 
the four British ships of war came ine 
Hampton roads, and occupied a station be- 
tween Hampton and Nortoik—they then 
sent out tenders to ascertain the sounding? 
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d the narrows in the direction of Nor- 
folk. The next morning a private vessel 
was stopped and eommanded to take the wt 
solcnt letter to the mayor and peop S 
Norfolk, (which we published in our Fri- 
day’s paper, and now re-publish in the Ba- 
lance) and wes threatened, in case of refu- 
sal to be immediately sunk. Capt. Decatur, 
in the Chesapeake, had his men at quarters 
during the whole of the night of the 3d, and 
the four gun-boats and the French frigate 
in the harbor were ready to co-operate, in 
case of attack, 








PACIFIC. 

Mr. Erskine, the British minister, ob- 
serves a conduct pacific and conciliatory. 
Dispatches have been sent from him to the 
British commodore. 


REPORTS. 
HOSTILE. 

The commissioners appointed by the 
president to fortify the port and harbor of 
New-York are said to have unlimited pow- 
ers to act as the exigency of the case may 
require. 

It is said Congress is to be called the 25th 
Oct. 

The directors of the Virginia Bank have 
adopted the precaution of removing their 
specie to Petersburgh. 

The National Intelligencer conjectures 
that the late British outrages have emanat- 
ed directly from the British cabinet, in con- 
sequence of the rejection of the treaty, and 
stronzly urges the merchants to make no 
shipments at present. 

An impressed American seaman, who 
escaped from one of the British ships, re- 
ports that the squadron is making every 
preparation for an attack on Hampton, in 
case they do not obtain a seasondble stup- 
ply of water. 

We hear of many impressments by 
British cruizers at the eastward. No atten- 
tion is paid to protections. 

Cheetham has inserted in his paper, a 
letter received through the New-York post- 
office, dated at Halifax, and purporting to 
be from a young man impressed into the 
British service. The letter states that the 
British intend to land an army in this coun- 
try in January next; and that they are 
training their young men for the service. 
The letter is undoubtedly an imposition. 

A report has been received from Barba- 
does, via Baltimore, that England had de- 
clared war against this country. Very tm- 
probable ! 


To close our war reports for this week, 


Che Balance. 








we extract the interesting Corresfiondence ~ 


between the Mayor of Norfolk and Com- 
modore Douglas, which we offer to our 
readers without comment.—See page 130, 





One of the British 74’s and a frigate 
which were lately employed in the block- 
ade of Norfolk have sailed and come to an- 
chor off Cape Henry. 





The common council of New-York, on 
the personal application of the Governor, 
have ceded to the U. States “ such part of 
the public grounds at the battery, and at the 
bason in Duane street or elsewhere, toge- 
ther with the right of soil under water with- 
4n their jurisdiction as the secretary of war 








may deem necessary for erecting fortifica- 
tions. , , 

A young man: was lately kifled at Nor- 
folk, by the careless discharge of a musket, 
with which his friend was performing the 
manual exercise. 





The horrid crime of rape has recently 
been committed im two instances, the most 
barbarous—the one by Jeremiah Osborn, 
an attorney, at Troy; ona girl of eleven 
years, who, we understand, was his ward— 
the other, by a fellow at Sheffield, Mass. on 
a child of four years. 


The next day after Mr. Tazewell’s cora- 
munication appeared, some hot head in 
the prints, insinuated that he had acted un- 
der the influence of “ foreign attachments, 
affected moderation and real fear,” because 
he had received and returned a courtesy of 
behaviour. Mr. Tazewell gave the follow- 
ing answer in the NorflolkLedger—£.Post. 


I have readin the Herald of yesterday a 
publication of some anonymous scribbler, 
who signs himself“ Phe People :” Ui the 
infamous insinuations therein, so ambigu- 
ously expressed, are designed to apply to 
me, I proclaim the writer of that publica- 
tion (whoever he may be) a vile cALUMNI- 
ATOR, and a SCOUNDREL. 

I went on board the British squadron by 
the order of the magistrates of this borough, 
for the purpose of bearing a letter from the 
Mayor to the British commander: while 
there I held a conversation with him, the 
substance of which I communicated im 
writing immediately upon my return, to 
the President of the United States, the 
governor of this state, and to the Mayor of 
this corporation, adding such observations 
as 1 deemed pertinent or useful ; nothing 
occurred while { was on board which could 
wound the feelings of any American ; on 
the contrary, during this whole period, I 
received from the British commander, and 
from all his officers, as much -politeness as 
any gentleman could expect, which f en- 
deavored toe reciprocate, by conducting my- 
self with that proper civility, which every 
man who calls himself a gentleman, ought 
on all occasions to observe. 

If obedience to the orders of the officers 
of the laws, fidelity in the execution of 
their wishes, and decency of deportment, 
constitute an offence, I am guilty. But if 
in these there is noimpropriety of conduct, 
Iagain proclaim aS a SLANDERER, anda 
VILLALN, him who has used this cowardly 
effort to traduce me, for doing thus much, 
and thus much only. 

L. W. TAZEWELL. 

July 8, 1807. 

——2D +o 
The President’s Proclamation. 

We have just experienced a critical con- 
juncture, the danger of which we trust is 
past. The indignation naturally excited by 
the attack on the Chesapeake, and its mel- 
ancholy consequences, prompted many 
of our feliow citizens, in the vicinity of the 
scene of violence, to assume functions, 
which they had most solemnly deleyated to 
government, and which government alone 
ought to execute, unicss we mean to throw 











SS 
it off, and 
ginal sovereignty of the people. The pre- 
sident has however attended to the exigen- 
cy of the case with a laudable promptitude, 
and issued his proclamation, which we pre- 
sume no body of men will attempt to su- 
persede, by pursuing or encouraging oth- 
er measures, than those enjoined by the 
proper authority. The will of the execu- 
tive is known—~his will thus constitutional- 
ly expressed is the jaw of the land. 


[Repertory.} 


The obligation of all classes of citizens 
to obey the delegated executive of the na- 
tional severeignty is beyond all question. 
But we are happy to find that there exists a 
satisfaction, to which we know no dissen- 
tient, as to the temper and spirit of the re- 
cent proclamation. This shews that feder- 
alists raise no obstacle to the measures of 
Mr. Jefferson, when they feel convinced 
of his correctness, or even when they do 
not positively think him wrong. 





[idid.) 
Parson Bently, in his Registerof the 8th 
ult. in giving an outline of the governor’s 
speech, astonishes us with the following lu- 
cid and connected paragraph >— 


“ Init, he exhibits, the duty of the ex- 
“ ecutive, the value of character in the 
“ judges, and the high value of juries. 
«“ Some military arrangements are contem- 
“plated, to unite the energy of military 
“character with the freedom of citizens, 
“ and the spirit of the union is fully appreci- 
“ated. He directs the public hopes from the 
“ diffusion of usefid knowledge and from the 
“ sincerity as well as freedom of religious en- 
“ guiry J fia” 

This, we presume never was exceded, 
except by the ejaculation of Cuffee ; who, 
when his patience was exhausted, by vainly 
endeavoring to get an edge to his sythe, ex- 
claimed—* Dis grinstone dont make no more 
expression on my sythe, dane toad wants 
a tatl, ebery bit and grain.” 


[ Atlas. } 


ATTENTION, YOUNG MEN! 

BY command of the President of the U. 
S. his excellency the Governor has issued 
his orders for detaching 12,704 of the mi- 
litia of this state for the service of the Unit- 
ed States. Presuming that this detach- 
ment may be furnished without the unplea- 
sant alternative of draughting, the HUD- 
SON VOLUNTEERS have resolved to 
offer their services to the commander in 
chief, provided a sufficient number of their 
patriotic fellow-citizens will step forward to 
fill up their company to the legal number. 
With the view, therefore, of trying the na- 
tional spirit of the young men of Hudson, 
the Volunteers will meet.at Fowler’s Hotel, 
on Thursday evening next, at 7 e’clock, for 
the purpose of receiving recruits; and they 
trust, that on this occasion, this city may 
have the honor of offering, in defence of 
the country’s rights and liberties, a full and 
complete company of infantry. 

By order, 
B. WATERMAN, last Serg. 

Hudson, July 20th, 1807. 


again, as in °75,recur to the ori- 


ee 



























































228 












Che. Balance, 


—-— ————————LS— . - aaa oun 2 Pe es 





aMiscetlanp. 


THE ARCH-POLITICIAN, 





: Yr NO, V. 
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THERE ever have been andever will be, 
in the present state of things, various opin- 
ions as to the best form of government. 
All have been tried, and have been found 


‘ to have their several advantages and disad- 


vantages. But whatever is the form of gov- 
ernment under which the Politician lives, if 
he wants a’place, he will not be at a loss to 
spy defects, and will see the propriety of 
making these the continual topic of his 
discourse, and of imputing some which 
are either unavoidable, or which do not ex- 
ist. He will harangue much on the mal- 
conduct of men in office—their high sala- 
vies—the liberty of the press—the blessings 
ofa free government—and the rapid ten- 
dency of the present one to Aristocracy or 
Monarchy. Just so, if we believe ancient 
story, did Absalom correct the government 
of Israel, and got himseli exalted beyond 
his highes: ambition. ¢ie looked smart 
and sweet, like Nortarius and Causidicus 
when they sally forth to solicit votes at an 
election.—“ Absalom said, Oh, that I were 
“ made Judge in the land, that every man 
* which hath any suit or cause might come 
“unto me, and 1 would do him justice.” 
If the politician has a place of emolument, 
and aspires to no higher, he will act most 
pradently to be quiet ; for, dearly as he 
may love liberty, and tenderly as he may 
feel for the oppressions of the people, he 
must love himself more, and feel more ten- 
derly for his own interest. ~ 


The French constitution being the last, 
and formed by the most enlightened peo- 
ple of this enlightened age, may fairly 
claim the pre-eminence. ‘To name a sin- 


_gle excellence, there are jive executive 


officers called collectively the directory. 
How much safer this is than ove poor head! 
it is remarkable, that in the heathen my- 
thology, Cerberus who guarded the gates 
of Hell, was a three*Acaded mastiff. Be- 
hold, there, are five to guard the rights of 
man ! If a few are lost, still a guard remains. 
This was the case when Bathelemy and 
Pichegru was banished. But I ask, where 
would have been the republic, had it had 
like ours only one head, and this had met 
with an accident? Man having two eyes, 
may spare one, and yet guide. his feet ; 
whereas had chance given him, as it did to 
Polyphemus, a single organ of vision, 
when this was shut, total darkness would 
ensue. 

Though any person with half an eye will 
discern the force of this reasoning, yet I 
am happy in being able to corroborate it 
with the testimony of that resplendent lu- 
minary Thomas Paine. In his letter to 
President Washington, which some admire 
for the purity of its diction, and others for 
its great impartiality,. but which I admire 
chiefly for its extreme modesty, he says, p. 
4 and 5, of Bache,s edition, « I declare my- 
“self opposed to several matters in the 
“ constitution, particularly to the manner 
“in which, what is called the executive, 


“is formed, and to the long duration of the 
« 
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“ senate ; and if, Llive to return to. Amer- 
“ica, I will use all my endeavors to have 
“them altered.” In.a_note to this seiteace 
he says farther, “ I have always been op- 
“ posed tothe mode of refining govern- 
“ ment up to an individual, or what is call- 
“ed asingle executive. Such.aman wiil 
‘“ always be the chiefofa party. A plural- 
“ity is far better; it combines the mass 
“ of a nation befter together! and besides 
‘ this it is necessary to the manly mind of 
“ a republic, that it loses the debasing idea 
“ of obeying an individual.” I shall not 


_ attempt to explain the reasons here given 


against a single executive, lest I might not 
do justice to them ; nor to introduce the 
arguments on the other side, lest I might 
not be able to answer them. It isto be 
deplored that Mr. Paine’ himself never 
came over to explain the matter, and effect 
an alteration in eur constitution. I much 
doubt whether the idea of a plurality in 
the executive ever occurred to one mem- 
ber in the genéral convention ; so ignorant 
are we in this young country, and s0 con- 
ceited too.; atherwise we would have em- 
ployed Mr. Paine to make a constitution for 
us. Notwithstanding this neglect, he of- 
fers his assistance to amend it ; yea, says 
he, “ If I live to return to America, I will 
“ use all my endeavors to haye them alter- 
ed.” I would humbly submit to Mr. Paine, 
if he has not now lost all love for us, and 
means to perfect his plan, whether there 
is not something almost equally debasing in 
obeying a number as an individual, and 
whether he cannot bless us with a constitu- 
tion in which we need not to obey at all. 
I venture merely to suggest this, that in 
case it should be thought an improvement, 
and adopted, a small degree of merit may 
be ascribed to 
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from the Evening Post. 





NAVAL PROTECTION. 

A CRISIS has at length arrived, which 
has united most, if not all men in the opi- 
nion, that it is a peremptory duty of our 
government to provide for us immediate 
means for protection and defence. —These 
means can obviously be but two fold, fortifi- 
cations anda navy. The former is openly 
advocated by the American Citizen itself, 
and the latter is broadly hinted at. Fortifi- 
cations, if we had them, would partially 
protect our property on shore, and there- 
fore we must have them; but they would 
do nothing towards protecting our com- 
merce, and no man is mad or ridiculous e- 
nough to suppose they would enable us to 
avenge wrongs and insults committed upon 
us by any foreign power whatever; we 
must therefore have a navy also. It is on 
anayy alone that we can place any reliance 
for protecting our commerce, for defending 


the rights of neutrality, and for maintaining 
our national sovereignty. 


On this point permit me to present a few 
extracts from our own Pud/ius ; a writer, 
whose sentiments must always command 
respect wherever they are read, and which 


at this particular period are cntitled to our 
whole attention, 








‘A. further resource for ink ~ 
‘.conduct of European naiions tuwards 
‘in this respect would arise from th - 
4 dishment T a 

of a navy. ‘There can be 
‘doubt. that the continuance of the unj 
‘under an eilicient government,wouid ark 
* in our power, at a period not Very Gistant 
* to credte anavyy which, if it could not tie 
‘ with those of the great maratime power 
‘would at least be of respectable weight, if 
‘thrown into the scale of either of the 
‘twoparties. This would be more parti. 
‘cularly the case, in relation to Operations 
‘in the West Indies. A few ships of the 
‘line, sent opportunely to the reinforce. 
‘ment of either side, would often be sufi. 
‘cient to decide the fate of a campaign, on 
‘ the event of which, interests of the great- 
‘est magnitude were suspended. Our posi 
‘tion is, in this respect, a very commanding 
‘one.—And if to this consideration, we add 
‘that of usefulness of supplies from this 
‘country, in the prosecution of military o. 
‘ perationsin the West Indies, it will readi. 
‘ly be perceived, that a situation so favorg. 
* ble, would enable us to bargain with great 
‘advantage for commercial privileges. 4 
‘ price would be set not only on our friendship, 
* but our neutrality.’ 

On the supposition, however, that the A- 
merican people should want wisdom thus 
to avail themselves of their resources, their 
power and their situation, the writer pro- 
ceeds thus prophetically ! 


‘In a state so insignificant, our com- 
‘merce would be a prey to the wanton in- 
‘termeddlings of all nations at war with 
‘each other; who, having nothing to fear 
‘from us, would, with little scruple or re- 
‘ morse, supply their wants by depredations 
‘on our property, as often as it fell in their 
Sway: The rights of neutrality will only be 
‘ resfiected, when they are defended by an a 
‘dequate power. A nation despicable by its 
‘ weakness, forfeits even the frrivilege of bt- 
‘ing neutral.’ 

*‘ Under a vigorous national government 
‘the natural strength and resources of the 
‘country, directed toa common interest, 
‘ would baflie all the combinations of Eu- 
‘ropean jealousy to restrain our growth. 
‘ The situation would even take away the 
‘ motive to such combinations, by inducing 
‘ an impracticability of success.—An active 
‘commerce and extensive navigation, 4 
‘ flourishing marine would then be the ine- 
‘ vitable offspring of moral and physical ne- 
‘cessity. We might defy the little arts of 
‘little politicians to control or vary the I~ 
‘ resistable and unchangeable course of na- 
‘ ture.’ 

‘ But’ [without such means to make our- 
selves respected] ¢It would be in the pow- 
‘ex of the maritime nations, availing them- 
‘selves of our universal impotence, 40 fre 
‘scribe the conditions of our frolitical exist- 
‘ence ; and as they have a common interest 
‘ in being our carriers, and still more in pre- 
‘venting us from becomiug theirs, they 
‘would in all probability, combine to em- 
‘ barrass our navigation in such a manner, 
‘as would in effect destroy it, and confine 
‘us toa fassive commerce.—We should be 
‘compelled to content ourselves with the 
‘ first price of our commodities, and to see 
‘the profits ef our trade snatched from US; 
* to enrich our peysecutor. That ynequal 
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‘led spirit of enterprize, which signalizes 
‘the genius of American merchants und na- 
‘ vigators, and whichis, In itself, an mnex- 
‘haustible mine of national wealth, would 
‘be stifled and lost; and poverty and «is- 
‘race would overspread a country, which, 
‘ with wisdom might make herself the en- 
and admiration of the world.’ 
‘ The necessity of naval frrotection to ex 
‘ternal or maritime commerce, and the con- 
‘ duciveness of that species of commerce to 
‘the prosperity of a navy,are points too ma- 
‘nifest to require elucidation. They, by @ 
‘kind of reaction, mutually bereficial, pro- 
‘ mote each other.’ 

Thus wrote the great Alexander Hamil- 
tom- when recommending the adoption of 
the federal constitution to his fellow-citi- 
zens. 

But, it is possible that this paper may 
fall into the hands of some who have not yet 
ceased to regard with a jealous eye, the 
sentiments of this departed patriot, and I 
therefore, will now, in aid of my purpose, 
offer to their particular attention the foilow- 
ing extracts trom the one whom they have 
been in the habit of respecting Lhomas 
Paine. 

They are taken from one of those cele- 
brated papers of his, entitled * Common 
Sense ;’? which though not untinctured with 
a considerabie share of sophistry, possess 
no ordinary merit either as forcible or inge- 
nious discussions or beautiful pieces of 
composition. Let us then shew Ziomas 
Paine the courtesy to forget some things 
that have fallen from his pen in his old age, 
and go back to his prime of life, when he 
advocated the cause of America in seventy- 
6iz. 

In the purpose of persuading us to build 
a navy then, thus he wrote : 


‘y 





‘The debt we may contract doth not de- 
‘serve our regard, if the work be but ac- 
‘complished. No nation ought to be with- 
* out debt ; a national debt is a national bond, 
‘and when it bears no interest, is in no 
‘case a grievance. Britain is oppressed 
‘with adebt of upwards of one hundred 
‘and fifty millions sterling, for which she 
‘pays upwards of four millions interest. 
‘As u compensation for her debt, she has a 
‘large navy ; America is withouta debt, 
‘and without a navy ; yet forthe twenti- 
‘eth part of the English national debt, could 
‘have a navy as large again.’ 

* No country on the globe is so happily 
‘situated, or so internally capable of rai 
‘inga fleetas America. ‘Tar, timber, iron, 
‘and cordage, are her natural produce. 
‘ We need go abroad for nothing. Where- 
‘as the Dutch who make large profits by 
* hiring out their ships of war to the Span- 
‘iards and Portuguese, are obliged to im- 
* port most of the materialsthey use. We 
* ought to view the building a fleet as an ar- 
‘ticle of commerce, it \being the natural 
‘manufactory of this country. Jt is the 
“ best money we can lay out. A Navr, when 
‘ finished, is worth more than it cost ; and 
‘is that niece pfroint in national policy, in 
* which comnierce and protection are united.’ 

‘ Ship building is America’s greatest 
‘pride andin which she will, in time, ex- 
* cel the whole world.’ 

‘In point of safi ty, ought we to be with- 
outa feet? We are not the people new, 
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‘which we were sixty years ago; at that 
‘ time we might have trusted our property 
‘in the streets, or fields rather,and slept se- 
‘ curely without locks or bolts to our doors 
‘or windows. ‘The case is now altered and 
‘our methods of defence ought to improve 
‘with our increase of property. A com- 
‘mon pirate, twelve months ago, might 
‘have come up the Delaware and laid the 
‘ city of Philadelphia under instant contri- 
‘bution for what sum he pleased and the 
‘same might have happened to other places. 
‘Nay, any daring fellow ina brig of four- 
‘teen or sixteen guns, might have robbed 
‘the whole continent and carried off half a 
¢‘ million of money. ‘These are circumstan- 
‘ces which demand our attention and point 
‘out the necessity of naval protection.’ 

I cannot conceal the pleasure I feel, in 
being able to answer by the pen of the 
same writer, the principal objection which 
the enemies of a navy, in an out of congress 
urge against it. ‘They tell us that it is vain 
and ridiculous for us to attempt to build as 
large a navy as that of Great Britain, and 
that to build a smaller one is only to pro- 
vide prizes for her navy to capture. On 
this subject Mr. Duane, the great enemy 
of “ disguised tories” often talketh learn- 
edly. Letus hear Mr. Paine in reply to 
the same objection made in 1776. 


‘From a mixture of prejudice and inat- 
‘tention we have contracted a false notion 
‘respecting the navy of England, and have 
‘talked as if we should have the whole to 
‘ encounter at once, and for that reason 
‘ supposed, that we must have one as large ; 
‘ which not being. instantly practicable, it 
‘ has been made use of by a set of disguised 
‘ tories to disceurage our beginning thereon. 
Nothing can be farther from truih than 
this ; forif America had only the twenti- 
eth part of the naval force of Britain, she 
would be far an overmatch for her, be- 
cause, as we neither have, nor claim eny 
foreign dominion, our whole force would 
be employed on our own coast, where we 
should, in the long run, have two to one 
the uavantage of those who had three or 
four thousand miles to sail over before 
they could attack us, and the same dis- 
tance to return in order to refit and recrvit. 
And altho Britain by her fleet hath a check 
over our trade to Lurope, we have as 
large a one over her trade to the West 
Indies, which by lying in the neighber- 
hood of the continent is entirely at its 
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‘mercy.’ 
‘ 76 unile the sinews of commerce and de- 
‘ fence is sound policy 3 for when our strength 


Sand our riches play into each othere hand, 
‘qe need fear no external enemy,’ 

We have only time and room to add, that 
we cannot but hope, that a nearer view of 
things will now unite all parties in pressing 
government to provide us with that spe- 
cies of protection which has always been 
viewed by every unprejudiced and dispas- 
sionute statesman in our country as in all 
respects the most fit and the most efficient. 
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From the United States’ Gazette. 





It is stated in the government papers 
that the schooner Revenge is to be sent to 
England with dispatches to our ministers, 
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directing them to demand of the British 

government an explicit and immediate dis- 

avowal of the outrage which has been com- 

mitted upon our flag by one of their ships 

of war, and an ampie reparation for the in- 

jury ; and in case of non-compliance with 

this demand the ministers are to leave the 

court and come home inthe Revenge. It 

is added verbally on the authority of per- 

sons who are said tobe in the secrets of the 

cabinet, that Congress are not to be conven- 

ed until the time at which the return of the 
Revenge is to be expected. We sincerely 

hope that the information will prove to be 

incorrect. It is” hardly possible that the 

executive should be so infatuated as to neg- 

lect calling congress to consider the expe- 

diency of placing the country in a state of 
defence, tillevery one of our sea ports may 

be in ashes, and every one of our ships in 

possession of the enemy. Suppose it 
should prove that the violences which have 

bees committed have been in consequence 

of orders from the British government (and 

some of the democratic papers express 
their full belief that such is the fact) the 

very same breezes which would bring home 

the Revenge with our ministers, would waft 
to our shores a force which would be suffi- 
cient to destroy every one of our sea ports. 
Are we to wait till after such an event be- 
fore any steps are taken to protect us? Un- 
der existing circumstances it is astonishing, 

it is unaccountable that congress are not al- 
ready called; and every day’s delay will in- 

crease the danger of precipitating | the 

country into a most disastrous war, for it 
will be continuing to hold out to the avidity 

of the British navy, the whole commercial 
wealth of the country ina perfectly de- 
fenceless state. 
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The National Intelligencer holds a very” 
different language from the Aurora. In- 
stead of saying that war has already com- 
menced, the Intelligencer considers the 
late outrage as an unauthorised act of in- 
dividuals, and presumes that it will be disa- 
vowed by the government and reparation 
made. .This is represented as the senti- 
ment of the cabinet, and in conformity 
with that view of the subject, the Revenge 
is to be sent to England for an explanation, 
and congress to be called so as to meet the 
jJatter end of October, when the Revenge 
will be expected back. We infer from the 
article from which we make this statement, 
that the government have no intention to 
seck satisfaction by force, for the violences 
which have already been committed, and 
that they expect an amicable adjustment, as 
to the future. —Jdid, 
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HEAD-QUARTERS, 
Aupany, July 15, 1807. 


BY order of the President of the Uniied 
Siates, the commander in chief of this state 
is directed to take effectual measures to de- 
tich and organize into companies, battal- 
ions, regiments, brigades and divisons, and 
hold in readiness to march at a moment’s 
warning, TWELVE THOUSAND \SEVEN HUN- 
DRED AND Foun of the mulitia of the state 
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of New-¥ork (being our quota of 100,000 
men) as nearly as practicable in the fol- 
lowing proportions of artillery, cavalry and 
infantry, viz—One twentieth part artillery, 
one tenth part cavalry and the residue in- 
fantry. The commander in chief therefore 
directs, that the said number of 12,704 men 
be detached and furnisned from the several 
divisions of artillery, cavalry and infantry 
of this state in the following proportions, 
viz. From major-general Stevens’ divi- 
sion of artillery, 730 men, including offi- 
cers; from major-general Van Rensselaer’s 
division of cavalry, 1270 men, including of- 
ficers; from the first division of infantry 
commanded by major-gen. Thomas Tho- 
mas, 1617 men, including officers; from 
the second division of infantry commanded 
“4 maj neral Hathorne, 1406 mea, in- 
cludiag o ; from the third division of 
infantry commanded by major-general Da- 
vid Thomas, 1604 men, including officers ; 
from the fourth division of infantry com- 
manded by major-general Gansevoort, 2104 
men, including officers, and from the fifth 
division of infantry commanded by major- 
general Myers, 3973 men, including offi- 
cers ; which respective numbers the said 
major-generals are requested to detach and 
furnish from their respective divisions, and 
the same to organize into companies, batta- 
lions andregiments. In the aforesaid quo- 
ta will be admitted a proportion of riflemen, 
duly organized in distinct corps, not exceed- 
ing one tenth of the whole number requir- 
ed : and any companies of volunteers, who 
previous to orders for taking the field may 
tender their services, according to the se- 
cond section of the act of congress, passed 
the 18th day of April 1806, dntitled “ .4n 
act authorising a detachment from’ the miii- 
tia of the United States,’. or to an act pass- 
ed the 24th day of February, 1807, entitled. 
“ An act authorising the President of the U- 
nited States to accept the services of a num- 
ber of volunteer companies not exceeding 
thirty-thougand meny’ will be considered ac- 
cording to their numbers part of the afore- 
said quota, and will be credited to the di- 
visions to which they belong. 
The interesting situation of our country 
and the military ardor and patriotic zeal 
‘which are displayed by all our fellow citi- 
zens, inspires the commander in Chief 
with confidence that a considerable portion 
if not the whole of the quota required will 
consist of companies voluntarily and cheer- 
fully tendering their services. 
Immediately after the detachment and 
ization is effected, the respective 
corps willbe exercised under the officers 
who command or may be assigned to com- 
mand them, but will not remain embodied 
or be considered in actual service until by 
subsequent orders they may be directed to 
take the field. Theofficers commanding 
brigades will assign the most active end 
experienced captains and subaiterns to 
command the detachments from their re- 
. brigades, and the officers so as- 


ed will forthwith make returns to their 
commanding eflicers of the state of the 


corps under their command. The Brica- 
dier-Genérals will make corre “ 


the detachments from their brigades to 
their Major-Generals, who will transmit -re- 
turps of the whole detachmeat from their 
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division to the commander in chief, in or- 
der that they may be arranged into compa- 
nies, battalions, regiments and brigades. 
The Major-Generals will please to recom- 
mend regimental and brigade arrangements 
for their detachments, and assign to them 
meritorious field and staff officers; and 
the respective commanders of divisions 
will also forthwith transmit to the comman- 
der in chief correct muster-rolls and in- 
spection returns of the detached corps be- 
longing to their respective departments. 

The commander in chief confides in the 
Vigilance and patriotism of the Major-Ge- 
nerals and other officers of the militia, to 
cause these orders to be carried into prompt 
and speedy effect, and he also avails 
himself of this occasion earnestly to re- 
commend that all the militia within the re- 
spective divisions be prepared and kept in 
readiness to take the field whenever an e- 
mergency may require their being called 
into actual service. 

The commander in chief cherishes a 
lively hope, that the officers and soldiers of 
this state will feel an emulation to display 
their patriotism and abilities in military ar- 
rangements, and that the utmost dispatch 
will be exhibited in all their measures. 

By order of his execellency, 
SOL. VAN RENSSELAER, 
Adjutant-General. 
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Norroin, July 4. 
This day the following letter was receiv- 
ed by Richard Lec, esq. mayor of this bo- 
rough, from commodore Douglas. 


His majesty’s shift Be.tona, 
Hampton Roads, July 3. 








Sir, 


I beg leave te represent to you, that, 
having obsérved in the newspapers, a reso- 
lution made by a committee, on the 29th 
ult. prohibiting any communication be- 
tween his Britannic majesty’s consul at 
Norfolk, and his ships lying at Lynhaven 
Bay ; and this being a measure extremely 
hostile, not only in depriving the British 
consul from discharging the duties of his 
office, but at the same time preventing me 
from obtaining that information so absolute- 
ly necessary for his majesty’s service. I 
am therefore determined if this infringe- 


. ment be got immediately annulled, to pro- 


hibit every vessel bound either in or out of 
Norfolk, to proceed to their destination, un- 
til I know the pleasure of my government, 
or the commander in chief’s on this station. 
You must be aware that the British flag has 
never nor never will be insulted with im- 
punity. You mustalso be aware that it has 
been, and is stillin my power to obstruct 
the whole trade of the Chesapeake since 
the late circumstance, which’ I desisted 
from, trusting that general unanimity would 
be restored. Respecting the circumstances 
of the deserters lately apprehended from 
the United States frigate Chesapeake, in 
my Opinion, it must be decided between the 
two governments alone. It therefore rests 
with the inhabitants of Norfolk either to 
engage in a war, or remain in terms of 
peace. Agreeable to my intentions, I have 
proceeded to Hampion with the squadron 


~ 
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under my command, :to await your answ 
. which | trust you will fa ith with’ 
out delay. : elie Pees 
I have the honor to be, sir, 
Your most obedient servant, 
(Signed) J. E. DOUGLAS 
I enclose you two letters for the British 
consul at Norfolk, you will be pleased to 
forward them to him. J. E. D. 


To which the Mayor returned the Sollowing 
ANSWER, 
Norrovk, July 4, 

I have received your menacing letter 
of yesterday this moment. The day on 
which this answer is wiiiten ought itself to 
suffice, to prove to the subjects of your g0. 
vereign, that the American people are not 
to be intimidated by menace, or induced to 
adopt any measures, except by a sense of 
their perfect propriety. Seduced by the 
false shew of sincerity, they may be some- 
times surprised, and slaughtered while un- 
prepared to resist a supposed friend. That 
delusive security however, is now passed 
forever. The late occurrence has taught 
us to confide our safety no longer in any 
but our own force. We do not seek hosti- 
lity nor do we avoid it. We are prepared 
for the worst which you may attempt, and 
will do whatever shall be judged proper to 
repel force, whensoever your eflorts shall 
render any act of ours necessary. Thus 
much fer the threats of your letter, which 
can be considered in no other light, than 
as addressed to the supposed fears of our 
citizens. 

In answer to that part which is particu- 
larly addressed to me, as the first judicial 
officer in_this borough, I have but to say 
that you must be aware, that the judiciary 
of no country possesses any other powers 
than those conferred upon them by the 
laws. 

The same channel through which yow 
have derived the intelligence stated by your- 
self, must also have announced to you that 
that act of which you complain is an act of 
individuals and not of the government. if 
this act be very wrong and illegal, the ju 
diciary of the <ountry, whenever the case 
is properly brought before it, will take 
care to do its duty. At present they have 
no judicial information of any outrage of 
their laws, and therefore cannot act. 

If you Sir, please to consider this act of 
individuals as a measure “ extremely hos- 
tile,” and shall cammence hostility, with- 
out waiting the decision of our two goverl- 
ments, (although you yourself acknowl- 
edge that it properly belongs to them alone 
to decide) the inhabitants of Norfolk will 
conform to your example, and protect 
themselves against any lawless aggression 
which may be made upon their persons of 
property —They therefore leave It with 
you, “either to engage in a war, or to res 
main in terms of peace,” until the plea- 
sure of our respective governments sh 
be known. 

I have the honor to be, sir, 
Your most obedient servant, 
RICHARD EVERS LEE, | 
Mayor of the borough of Norfolk. 
To com. J. E. Douglas, command- 
ing his Britannic majesty’s ship 


Six, 





Bellona, now lying in Hampton 
Roads. 
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From the Norfolk Ledger, July 8. 

Our last noticed the correspondence be- 
tween capt. Douglas and the mayor of our 
borough. We noware enabled to present 
our readers with the following report made 
to the Mayor, together with the second let- 
ter of capt. Douglas. 


NorFo.k, July 5, 1807. 
Sir, ° 
In persuance of your request, I this 
day went down to the British squadron, lying 
in Hampton Roads, for the purpose of de- 
livering the letter with which I was charg- 
ed to capt. Douglas ; on arriving along-side 
his ship, the Bellona, | was invited on board, 
received by captain Douglas himself at the 
ang-way, and conducted to his cabin, 
where 1 found assembied all the captains of 
the squadron. I immediately informed him 
that you had yesterday received a letter 
from him, the answer to which I had been 
requested to deliver, and placed it in his 
hands. He read the letter very attentively, 
and then handed it to captain Hardy, from 
whom it passed to the other captains in suc- 
cession. When they had all perused it, 
captain Douglas observed to me “I pre- 
suine, sir, you are acquainted with the con- 
tents of this letter ;” I told him I was per- 
fectly so. He then stated that his letter 
must have been misapprehended, that it 
contained no expression of menace which 
he recollected, and that it certainly was not 
his intention to use language which could 
be construed to convey such ideas: he re- 
ferred to captain Hardy, saying, that he had 
shewn him the letter previously to its bemg 
sent, and had requested his opinion as to its 
sentiments ; captain Hardy concurred with 
captain Douglas in the opinion and objects 
of the communication. I then remarked 
to them the particular expressions in the 
letter, which I considered as the language 
ef threat, and adverted to the circumstance 
of the words “ immediately annulled,” be- 
ing underscored. He said that this under- 
scoring must have been done by his clerk, 
without his direction, and had escaped his 
observation: but again assured me .upon 
his honor, that if any expression in the let- 
ter wore the appearance of a threat, it was 
not intended to be so understood. 

Captain Douglas next adverted to the 
conciusion of the letter in which the alter- 
native of peace or war is left to himself— 
he said upon this subject that he had no or- 
ders to commit any act of hostility, and 
that there was no man from whose inten- 
tion or wishes such an object was more re- 
mote. That he was anxious to preserve 
the relations of amity, which had existed 
between tlie two governments, and that no 
act of his should tend to interrupt their 
harmony, unless he was ordered by his su- 
periors to perform such acts, in which case 
as an officer he must do his duty. He re- 
peated, however, that he had no such or- 
ders, nor did he expect to receive such. 
He stated that he had it in charge general- 
ly, to guard his flag, and those under its 
protection from insult or assault of any 
kind, and that this in all situations he must 
unquestionably do. But that any further 
measure he was not at present authorised, 
nor was it his intention to take. I here 
Stated the many insulting menaces, which 











had bee n communicated in Norfolk as com- 
ing from him. He positively denied ever 
having uttered any such—decilared if they 
had been used by any of his officers, that 
they were unauthorised and disapproved oi 
by him, remarking at the same time, that 
he heped all who knew him, would do him 
the justice to believe, that he was net in the 
habit of using language of threat.—He 
here too again referred to ail the officers to 
say if they had ever heard him at any time 
even while speaking coniidentially to them, 
utter such expressions, and they united in 
declaring they had not. 


A desultory conversation then took place 
between capt. Douglas, the other captains, 
and myself, which continued nearly an 
hour, in the course of which many remarks 
were made, which had no reference to the 
subject of your letter, or were in any way 
connected with it: these, sir, I have al- 
ready communicated to yourself, and to 
all my fellow-citizens, with whom I have 
conversed upon this subject ; but as they 
are not connected with the subject of your 
letter, I presume it would be unnecessary 
again to detail them here. In the course 
ef this conversation, I described to them 
as well as I was able the sentiments which 
universally prevailed, through the country 
at this time, the cause from whence it pro- 
ceeded, and the effects it would produce, 
provided any effort on their part should be 
made to oppose the publick resolves, as to 
intercourse or supplies. 1 explicitly declar- 
ed that we had as yet received no authority 
from our government to proceed to acts of 
ageression, but that we were authorised, 
and were prepared for defence, and for the 
protection of ourseives and our property ; 
to prove which I placed in the hands of cupt. 
Douglas, an extract from the letter of gov- 
ernor Cabell, to brigadier gen. Mathews, 
whith I had made for that purpose : I con- 
cluded by warning him again not to send 
any of his officers or people on shore, for 
that if he did, the arm of the civil author- 
ity, I did not believe, would be able to pro- 
tect them from the vengeance of an enrag- 
ed people ; that this might lead to conse- 
quences which might possibly be yet aver- 
ted, and if he was’sincere in the sentiments 
he had expressed, he would be anxious to 
prevent such results. Capt. Douglas, and 
all the eaptums, declared, that they were 
aware of the present state of the publick 
feelings, and deplored the circumstance 
which had excited it ; that they did not in- 
tend to expose any of their people to the 
resentment of ours, which they could con- 
ceive was hihly inflamed ; that as to sup- 
plies they cid not want any at present, but 
when they cid, should not attempt to pro- 
cure them ia any way which would excite 
the opposition of the citizens of this coun- 
try. ’ 

Upon the subject of intercourse, he did 
not expect to hold any with the people of 
this country, nor was t!.cre any occasion 
for it. He only wished to be permitted 
freely to communicate with the accredited 
oTicers of his government here, who had 
been formally received and recopnized by 
our executive, and whose functions he 
presumed none but the government had the 
right to put down. As to the purticular 
manner in ¥ hich this communication might 
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be carried on, it was a matter quite indif- 


ferent to him. “He had no obj to that 
being regulated by ourselves, in any way 
which it judged proper, and that he would 
certainly pursue the mode which might be 
suggested as most agreeable to us, provid- 
ed the channel of communication was kept 
free and open. To thisI stated, that I 
had no authority from any person to enter 
into any emgagement with him, but thas 
the letters he had forwarded under cover to 
you had been safely delivered, and that 
therefore, I presumed any other dispatch- 
es of a like kind would be treated im the 
same way—But upon this subject, I could 
only refer him to you and your associates 
for information.—He then stated that he 
would to day write an answer to your letter, 
which he should forward as before, and I 
left his ship, capt. Douglas again repeating 
the substance of what I have already stated. 


From the moment I approached the Bel- 
lona to that on which I left her, my treat- 
ment from capt. Douglas and all his officers, 
was marked by as much attention, polite- 
ness, and respect, as any gentleman ever 
received from others. My particular friend 
Mr. James Taylor, Jun. accompanied me 
on board the British ship, for reasons that 
will at once suggest themselves to you, 
when you conecalads the delicate and em- 
barrassing. situation in which I might be 
placed. He remained on beard the whole 
time with me, and was a witness to every 
thing which passed. Ehave read to him this 
communication, Sir, in order to ascertain 
if my recollection was correct, and he ac- 
cords with me in every statement here 
made. 


I have forwarded a copy of this letter to 
the Governor of Virginia, and to the feder- 
al executive, believing that at this time it 
is the duty of every citizen to keep his 
government well informed of every thing 
which may be aseful. 


I am respectfully, Sir, 
Your most obedient servant, 
L. W. TAZEWELL. 
To Richard E. Lee, Esq. Mayor 

of the Borough of Norfolk. 

His Majvsty’s ship Bellona, Hempton 
Roads, July 6, 1807. 
Sir,. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 4th instant, in 
answer to mine of the preceding day, re- 
questing that the British consul might be 
restored to his powers. 


As every circumstance relative to the a- 
bove communication was so fully discussed 
in presence of the gentlemen ceputed by 
the magistracy of Noriolk, as bearers of 
your dispatch, I have only in addition to 
remark, that as far as I am individually 
concerned, every exertion shall be used 
that can (consistent with the honour and 
dignity of the British flag) tead te an ami- 
cable termination. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 
Your obedient humble ser’vt. 


J. E. DOUGLAS. 
Richard Ff. Lee. Msq, ‘Io 
Borough of Nortel, 


ov of the 
\ irginia. 
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YON new-blown Rose has hung its head 
And shrunk from the approach of noon; 
Man, to the shady covert fled, 
Twines, at his ease, the wild festoon, 


Fierce glows the heat, the reddening sky 
Looks death and fiery drought around, 

‘While not a cloud to cheer the eye 
Within the horizon’s verge is found—— 


But hark! I hear the whispering breeze, 
Sweerly it steals upon my ear 

And sports among the sun-brown trees, 
While now some distant clouds appear-—— 


It comes—I see the gladdening rain 
* Mild as the dew of Hermon” come, 
And, from the field, the joyful swain 
Unyokes the hind and whistles bome. 


Again the thirsty fields rejoice, 
The nut. brown trees resume their green; 
Again the woodland songster’s voice 
Carols his simple note, serene : 


But not again yon rose resumes 
Its mildly -blushing vermual hue, 
Not with the shower again it blooms 
And lifts us languid headto view. 


Go ‘have 1 seen a tender mind, 
Form'd of 50 delicate a grain, 

If fortune once but prev d unkind, 
Her future smiles were all in vain; 


For Melancholy’s ruthless sway 
The lonely victim soon pu ssess'd, 
And never more one cheering ray 
lilum’d wichghope his hapless breast. 


Such Cowper was, whose pensive song 
Has charm’'d, full oft, mistortane's ear; 
Such Collins, too, and moral Young, 


Whe dropp’d of grief the frequent tear: 


And such the Baid whose simple lay 


Hop’d not for Young's or Cowper's fame, 
Content to tempt a lowlier way 


And perish with an humbler name. 


Rest sweetly then, lov’d Bard, and find 
Beyond the grave, that peace so dear 
Which Heaven, to Virtue ever kind, e 


There gives, though she withhold it here. 
MZZ0NiDES., 
* Author of a small volume of Poems, lately 
printed at the Balance Press.) 
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‘a RPIGRAM. 
Says Jack to Ben, cur commodore 
Is darren call’d to bore him - 
Sure, ve'er a plant on earth Seare more— 
Disgrace barge thick all o'er bim. os 














The following notice of Hitchcock’s * Shade of 
Plato” is copied from the Panoriist, Volume 2, 
page 182. 


HAVING read the introductory sketch 
of the author the reader will not expect to 
find in this poem the choicest beautics of 
language : The poetry it must be confess- 
ed is not of the most elevated kind. The 
figures are not all expressive of refined 
taste, and the versification is sometimes un- 
harmonious. But though in these re- 
spects the Shade of Pilato will not rank 
with the Pleasures of Hope, the Deserted 
Village, or the Essay on Man, it is by no 
means destitute of merit. It has many ex- 
cellencies but of a diferent kind. The au- 
thor discovers some knowled:e of heathen 
mythology, to which he has several allu- 
sions, and a good acquaintances with the ne- 
ture and history of man. But his princi- 
pal aim is to illustrate the truths, end in- 
culcate the duties of morality and relicio:w 
On these subjects his knowledge eppears to 
be extensive and his sentiments correci. 
These are the topics he prolesses to have 
been most interested in, and devoted to 
from early life. He developes the origi. 
of several errors and vices greatly previ- 
lent in society, describes their ruinous ten- 
dency, and points out the means of cor- 
reeting them. He inculcates contentment 
and vesienation to Providence by shewing 
that the evils incident to man in this world 
are necessary for the trial of his virtue, and 
if righily regarded will augment rather than 
diminish the sum of human happiness in 
the present state. 

This poem is presented as the substance 
of what passed in a visionary scene of the 
author with the spectre of a venerable Gre- 
cian. We were at first surprised at find- 
iny the christian relicion eulogised, illustra- 
ted and enforced with so much zeal and em- 
phasis by a heathen philosopher, and were 
in doubt whether to attribute it to an over- 
sight in the auther or to an undue use of po- 
etic cence. But on farther reflection nei- 
ther of these suppositions appeared neces- 
sary: The human mind being supposed ca- 
pable of endless progression in knowledge 
and virtue, it requires no great stretch of 
imagination to conccive, nor of credulity 
to admit, that the venerable Shade, subli- 
mated and impreved by an intercourse with 
immortals for more than two thousand 
years, must possess other stores of know- 
ledge than those which it received from 
Pythagoras or communicated to Aristode 
while inhabiting its ancient tenement of 
clay. 

We are glad to see proposals for a se- 
cond edition of this poem. We thiuk it 
calculated to do good. Though it may not 
stand on the sheives of the critics or the 
virtuoso, it.will find its way to a numerous 
class of readers, among whom it will be 
neither less usefal nor acceptable for the 
plainness and simplicity of its appearance. 


[Mr. Hitchcock is prepating another 
work for the press, some notice of, aid ex- 
tracts from, which will appear in a future 


number ef the Balance. ] 
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MR. CROSWELL, 


As but few such opportunities offer 
you undoubtedly will reccive many thanks, 
by giving the following advertisement . 
place in your paper. 


D@QCTOR BOASTUM, 
Surgeon DeAtist, (who once saw New. York) 


INFORMS the ladies and gentlemey 
of this city in a very reshectful manner, that 
he purposes continuing one week in thy 
place, and as many more as he may find i 
for his interest ;—~durine which time he 
will attend to loosening all teeth standin 
firm by nature, and unprotected by the 
sums, ‘ina very scurvy manner) which will 
prevent any future pain. And all this is 
effected, with no other change, than edmj. 
sable contortions. 

Many vears experience, gives him confi, 
lence in the magnitude of the undertakin ’ 
having caused many to ery out, in the ful 
ness of their heart-, d—n the teeth. 

N. RB. Soon after Loctor Boastum leaves 
town, Doctor Pulf will probably arrive. 

Hudson, July 15th, 1807. 
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